} _'_V]LLAGE FACTS -
. WWWfamllyvﬂlage wisc. edu

: . Smce it was estabhshed tenyears

" 'ago, mofe than 1.5 million visitors

" from 100-countries have found. -
. their way to the Family Village. = .

. The site has won many awards; "

~including a ‘Top Teri winner by
World Wide: Web Assoaates and

“designation as an.outstandmg site. .

by pediatricneurology.com

- The site was updated, -iﬁip_;oved,_.- :

. and re-launched in October 2005
w0 .followmg recommendatlons of an’

_"ﬂdvxsory committee cormstmg of

T parents ¢ of children with

disabilities, fawlty and sraff from '

Vi the Wa:sman Center and S
commumty representatives, -

' One of the new _
bulldmgs links

. :vi_si_t'o"rs_ o L
_._fiisdnating

~. movement to people with _
*disabilities in film and television.

Famdy VLHage Coordmator
' “Linda Rowley
: '- rowley@wmsman wxsc edu

(6(}8) 263 5973

v -;‘gsdufceg-;rgﬁgir_ig :
o “fror 'thé liis't'ory of -
R 'the dlsabihty nghts'

fami
A Global Community of

iage
ility-Related Resources

On February 13, 1996 the Waisman
Center opened an innovative World
Wide Web site, one of the first re-
sources on the Internet specially de-
signed for families and people affected
by disability. The site was developed in
response to the isolation and frustration
experienced by many parents of chil-
dren with disabilities as they searched
for information. Called the “Family
Village," the web site provides quick
access to a centralized source of disabil-
ity-related information in an easy-to-use
format.

Organized like a community, the
Family Village web site uses familiar
symbuols, or icons, to lead the user to
different kinds of information. A
Library icon, for example, leads to a
“card catalog” that links the user to
support networks, discussion groups,
on-line articles, and web sites about
specific diagnoses (over 400 conditions).
A visit to the "Mall" will direct the
visitor to vendors of adaptive toys,
shoes, and clothing for children with
disabilities. And by clicking on a
Coffee Shop icon, parents can commu-
nicate with other families who have
similar interests,

The Family Village supports
parents and individuals with disabilities
in significant ways. Families can tap
into a larger circle of people than would
ever be possible in their own commu-
nity. Parents can browse through many
sources of information about their
child's diagnosis, symptoms, and
promising treatments. Because the site
is well organized, well researched, and
kept up-to-date, visitors to the Family
Village avoid the frustration of search-
ing through the massive amount of
information scattered over the Internet
and trying to determine its validity.

The Waisman Center is an ideal
site for this project because of its
extensive research and outreach
programs for people with disabilicies
and its expertise in computer tech-
nology. The site’s design and
organization reflect the experience
and expertise of its coordinator, a
parent whose son has multiple
disabilities.

Original funding for the Family
Village was provided by the Joseph
P Kennedy, Jr. Foundation and the
Mitsubishi Electric Ametrica Founda-
tion. Ongoing support is provided
by the Waisman Center.

Who uses the Family Village?

* Family members who would
like to communicate with other
families who share common concerns
and experiences.

* People who have a disability.
In the United States, nearly one in
five—353 million people— have
some level of disabilicy. One in
eight—or 33 million—have a severe
disability, such as mental retardation
or other developmental disabilities.

* Service providers to people
with disabilities, including special
educators, teachers, therapists,
nurses, and physicians.

* Public policymakers who deal
with education, health, and disability
issues.

* Media representatives who
write about education, health, and
disability issues.

* Students who are pursuing
professions related to the field of
developmental disabilities.

* Anyone who is searching for
information about resources and
services for people who have
disabilities and their families.
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